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BEATRIZ CANFIELD'S VIDEQ)SCULPTURE/SOUND INSTALLATION “SIN ECO™

CULTURAL EXPORT

Young Mexican talent on display in London

BY ELIZABETH HISTRY "

LOMIMIN — “For me every-
thing starts with the space,” says
Mexican sculptress Beatriz
Canfield

“It's important because if the
work 1% SEbE-Spe e, i needs bo
b appropriate to the surroumnd-
imgs, i where it is golng to be,
where peophe will see it and ¢x-
perience it," she said,

And it iz in London, at the
Cryptof 5t Andrew's Churchon
the edge of the city’s financial
district where Canfield and sev-
en other artists are currently
showeinge their latest creations —
a collection of sculpture, video
and installations — all of which
have been created especially for
a new exhibition of contempo-
rary Mexican art, “Betrayal.”™

The show is the brainchild o
the British producer Jon Bon-
figliowhe has emerged as one of
the United Kingdom's mwost im-
portant promoters of contempo-
rary bexican art in recent years,

“Betrayal® (Tralcidn) is the
second in a series of three exhi-
bitions produced by Bonfiglio.
The first show, called “Emerg-
ing from the Shadow.”
(Emergiendo de la Sombral
took place in February 300G be-
nizathan English tooam hall. It lat-
ercamee i Mexico City in Octo-
ber, appearing in another
f.'r:.';‘\[-l:l]iq.' space — the aban-
doned former Mational Fi-
nanciera.

A number of the artists re-
turn from “Emerging™ to appear
in “Betrayal.” including
1:[:-;|1:u,'|--:_'|.:-|1|i|1'r: MBlexican artist
Javier Aredn, whose work this
year is called “Viaje™ (Journey),
The piece beatures rows of Hig-
ures distributed on pallets that
rum off into the distance, Ac-
cording to the artist, the artwork
-:'-I'I"l.-r.-. A COATRITRETIE :I!'\li'\ll.ll "4‘-'|1|.'ﬂ'
proplhe find themselves in life

But it is Canfield's
thought-provoking multi-me-
dia installation, "Sin Eco®

JAVIER AREAN'S <VIAJE

(Without Echo) that captures
the imagination. The creator,
trained at the prestigiouns Es-
meralda art school in Mexico
City, has assembled a deeply
mOving response to the mur-
dered women from Cuidad
Jwirez (with more than an echo
of other victims of violence).
The piecetakes upanentire sec-
tionof St Andrew's labyrinthine
undercroft. A long line of peb-
bhles — =ach one representing
one of the almost 400 women
killed in Chihuahua lead to a
projected image of a larg
er-than-life-size woman with
hands apparently haund that
morphs inte and ouwt of feous,

EMPTY SWINGS

[apanese-born Miho Hagino
has spent more than a decade in
Mexico developing her unique
atyle. Her plece, “Columplos
para las Alicias™ (Swings for the
Alicias), consists of two emply
swings made to fit the mold of
the artist's floppy, plushtoys she
calls Alicia, a character that ap-
peared in her “Emetging” picos
“La cama de las dos Alicias®
{The Bed for two Alicias), The
artist states that empty swings
iI:I. I:II.I'.' iI.rl“'I.I:I'k r\:'ﬂl.'\i.'! l.I‘I:I1|1I." 1=
tion of alienation

“Betrayal® co-curator Katri
Walker, a Scottish photogra-
pher whoused to live in Mexico
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City and who works closely with
the Garash Gallery there, pre-
sented a one-off opening night
piece titled "Llorona.”

Wamed afier the Mexican
legrendary spirit that haunts the
night looking for her children,
Walker p:r.,'-“'nluu:l acrying
woman surrounded by candles,
symbolizing betraval and loss,

Her “Llorona”™ featured a
weeping woman surrounded by
candles, symbolizing the be-
trayal and loss — the recurrent
themes for the exhibition

Driscussing the exhibition,
Walker said, “We had to whinile
the artists down from 25 to § be-
cause there is so much good
work coming out of Mexico
TR

“I"'m peally excited abowt the
fartureof Mexican art and 1 think
people are realizing that it has a
lot to offer.”

Walker added that the orga-
nizers plan to bring “Betrayal®
to Mexico City Later this vear in
collaboration with the Jumex
Collectbon, considered by many
to be the most important con-
temporary art collection in the
country.

“It means that people are fi-
:IHIII:- ﬂ'.‘ll."}' I'-::-r ||‘II.' WY T
tion and I find that tremendous-
Iy exciting,” sakd Walker.
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